Prologue of the job story (4 o]ok7] A&)

I have had so many different jobs in my life. Some time, | will have another opportunity
to explore of career world since one of the local colleges offered me to teach
Interpretation between English and Koreans. It is not easy to find someone like me who
have moved to so many jobs and enjoyed those jobs so much. Whatever | work for, I
always feel that it is my own company or sometimes confused as if | am the owner of the
place. I am not going to tell you every job I have experienced, because you and | do not
have enough time to chat about them. Beside it will make you bored.

Nevertheless, | feel a responsibility to demonstrate how to get a job legally in USA. As
soon as | arrived in Oklahoma, | went to Oklahoma City University (OCU) where | was
supposed to study. Before | went to study at OCU, | went to Sookmyung Women’s
University for TESOL (Teaching English for Speakers of Other Language). Sookmyung
Women’s University had several sister universities in USA, but OCU was not one of
them. Although OCU did not belong to the associated sister colleges, but I chose the
school due to lower my tuition and living expenses compared to universities in other
states.

If you acquire a degree from accredited colleges or universities in the States, you are able
to apply for a “Practical training” Program which is a legal work permit for foreigners to
get jobs to INS. From the date you graduate starts the legal work day for people who
received the work permit and it expires one year later. Therefore, | advise you to try to
search for jobs before your graduation.

While | was a student of the graduate school in Oklahoma, | was with American students
and did not “hang out” with only other Korean students. Hence, some Korean students
did not know that I was Korean. The purpose of being in USA for me was to immerse
myself in American culture and the language. | was not sure how long | would be able to
stay in America. There was limited time to have those types of chances.

Many people advised me that it is very difficult to get hired as a foreigner in USA, but as
usual, I did not listen to negative comments. | have a habit to find out the facts by my
own experience or knowledge. And America was no exception for me, so | sent my
resume all around the continent. What do you expect from it? As you guessed, | received
plenty of contacts from San Francisco, Huston, Denver...etc.

Now that | had practiced so I could be hired, I should focus on being hired in Oklahoma
City due to family at that time. I searched the classified ads in Oklahoma daily newspaper
and went to job fairs. As a result, | could get three jobs around time of my graduation.
Among them, | decided to work for two places, high school and a Hotel, at the same time.
People thought it was crazy that | work for two places, but | was happy to have two jobs
at that time. Of course, | could not manage two jobs for a long time due to not having
good endurance, but I enjoyed the experience of learning two different job cultures at the



same time. Finally, three months later | chose one, the Hotel, which was more interesting
to work and gave me more opportunity to interact with Americans. Interacting with
Americans is why | went to USA. We often travel and stay in our own colonies of our
own culture. We see the Americans do this when they come to Korea and stay on post
and not explore out in Korea society. Koreans do the same, when they go to Washington,
DC and stay in Annandale, VA which is a community of 50,000 Koreans with Korean
signs and stores. Truly, you can live in that area with no English capability, but then why
travel all that way to not learn about America.

The current trend in Korea is having two jobs, so | am proud of myself that | was
advanced more than others. In this section, | will talk about many jobs | experienced. As
they say in the TV world, Stay Tuned for more stories about jobs.

“To be continued....".
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